Kansas Commission on Disability Concerns

Legislative Session Update
March 12, 2020
To check the status of bills and hearing, please go to the legislative website at http://www.kslegislature.org/li/  or call the legislative hotline at 1-800-432-3924. If there are bills you would like me to follow, please let me know and I will add them to the list.  A listing of the committees, times they meet, rooms they meet in and the assistants you need to contact if you want to provide testimony are listed at the end of this update.   

To receive a copy of this announcement in large print, or other alternative formats, please call 1-800-295-5232 (voice).  This Update can also be found on the KCDC Web site:  http://www.kcdcinfo.ks.gov/legislative-information. 
If you are following legislation, you should be checking the bill status on the legislature website.  

Thursday, 3/12
1:30 pm House Education Discussion and action on SB 230 Clarifying the authority of the Kansas Commission for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing, room 218-N

Friday, 3/13
Monday 3/16

1:30 pm, House Children and Seniors Committee hearing on HB 2700 amending provisions concerning the abuse, neglect and financial exploitation of certain adults to update the list of mandatory reporters, create a definition of “financial exploitation” and increase the number of working days in which DCF must complete an initial investigation from 30- to 60 working days, Room 346-S. Fran Lusk, 785-296-7644

Tuesday, 3/17

1:30 pm, Senate Education Hearing on HB 2487 Including emotional disability rather than emotional disturbance in the definitions of “children with disabilities” and “individuals with disabilities”, Room 144-S, Cyndie Rexer 785-296-7368

Wednesday, 3/18

Thursday, 3/19

9:00 am House Fed & State Affairs, Hearing on HB 2130 Amending the Kansas Act Against Discrimination to include sexual orientation and gender identity or expression, Room 346-S, Committee Assistant Connie Bahner 785-268-7166

Friday, 3/20

	Bill No.
	Description
	Impact
	Bill History and Current Status

	SB 10
	Eliminating the client obligation for persons receiving services from Home and Community Based Services (HCBS)
	
	Referred to Public Health and Welfare Committee

	SB 12
	Changing eligibility requirements and limitations for public assistance programs (including Medicaid)
	
	Referred to Public Health and Welfare Committee

	SB 26
	Income tax credit for purchases of goods and services by a tax player from qualified vendors that provide employment to individuals who are blind or severely disabled 
	
	Still in Commerce Committee 

	SB 47
	Creating the Student Opportunity Scholarship Program
	
	Hearing 2/18, 1:30 pm, Room 144-S, Amy Robinson 785-296-7368, Senate Education

	SB 54
	Establishing the KanCare bridge to a healthy Kansas program
	
	Referred to Public Health and Welfare

	SB 77
	Requiring the Department for Children and Families to offer services to children with problem sexual behavior and to such child’s family
	
	Signed by Governor Kelly 4/12/2019 

	SB 84
	Concerning the Kansas Act Against Discrimination, relating to sexual orientation and gender identity or expression
	
	Referred to Judiciary

	SB 93
	Establishing restrictions on the use of step therapy protocols by health insurance plans
	
	Hearing 2/25, 9:30, Room 118-N, Donola Fairbanks 785-296-5123 Committee on Public Health and Welfare

	SB 122
	Implementing Medicaid and educational services for foster care youth and certain former foster care youth
	
	Referred to Ways and Means and then referred back to Public Health and Welfare. 

	SB 129
	An act relating to polling places
	This would allow registered voters to vote at any polling place in the county in which they are registered.
	Struck from Calendar 1/30/2020 

	Substitute for SB 130
	An act concerning elections; relating to advance ballots
	The substitute keeps the same intent but allows that the county election office to “attempt” to contact anyone whose advance ballot has no signature or one that does not match the signature on file.  Also, it was changed to amend a different statute
	

	SB 141
	 Concerning labor and employment relating to increasing the minimum wage. 
	
	Referred to Senate Commerce committee

	SB 166
	Deeming children as foster children under the grandparents as caregivers act
	
	Hearing in Judiciary, 2/21, 10:30, Room 346-S Debbie Welton 785-296-6817

	SB 208
	Increasing reimbursement rates for home and community-based (HCBS) services
	
	Referred to Ways and Means

	SB 211
	Requiring the attorney general to appoint a Kansas youth suicide prevention coordinator.
	
	Hearing in Senate Education, 3/18, 1:30 pm, Room 144-S, Committee Assistant Amy Robinson, 785-296-7368

	SB 230
	Clarifying the authority of the Kansas Commission for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing
	(Introduced in Senate Federal and State Affairs 3/14/2019)
	Referred to House Education Committee – hearing 3/11 room 218-N 1:30 pm.  Discussion and action on 3/12 same room and time as hearing the day before.  

	SB 246

Pre-filed
	Expanding Medicaid eligibility by enacting the KanCare bridge to a healthy Kansas program. 
	
	Public Health and Welfare

	SB 249

Pre-filed
	Limiting utilization review conducted by health plans under certain circumstances involving he treatment of mental illness or substance abuse disorder.  
	
	Senate withdrew from committee and voted down in committee of the whole 

	SB 252
	Concerning health and healthcare; relating to health insurance coverage; expanding medical assistance eligibility; implementing a health insurance plan reinsurance program; directing the dept of health and environment to study certain Medicaid expansion topics; adding meeting days to the Robert G. (B0b) Bethell joint committee on home and community based services and KanCare oversight to monitor implementation; making and concerning appropriations for the fiscal years ending June 30 2020, etc. 
	Medicaid expansion
	Discussion and possible action 2/20, Senate Public Health and Welfare, Room 118-N

	SB 257
	Concerning census data; relating to data used in adopting senatorial and representative district boundaries; conforming to certain amendments to the Kansas Constitution and repealing certain obsolete provisions; making conforming revisions to certain references. 
	
	Ethics, Elections and Local Government

	SB 351
	Ensuring that the votes of voters whose names do not appear in the poll book are otherwise eligible to vote are counted. 
	
	Passed out of committee, discussion in committee of the whole, sent to Ways and Means Committee 2/27/2020

	SB 364
	Concerning Health and Healthcare; relating to newborn screening; reimbursement of treatment services; authorizing the secretary of health and environment to specify conditions included in screenings; increasing transfers to the Kansas newborn screening fund. 
	The bill would expand the current Newborn Screening program to include four more conditions and expand funding to cover screening for the four additional conditions 
	Hearing in Senate Public Health and Welfare, 2/24, Room 118-N

	SB 401
	Providing health insurance coverage for hearing instruments (aids)
	
	Referred to Financial Institutions and Insurance

	SB 412
	Permanent advance voting status extended to any registered voter but such status will end if two consecutive elections are missed
	
	Hearing in Senate Ethics, Elections and Local Government, 9:30 am, room 142-S, Randi Walters 785-296-7389

	SB 425
	Concerning Health and Healthcare; relating to home and community-based services; attendant care services; provisional employment during completion of criminal history record check. 
	
	Referred to Senate Public Health and Welfare

	SB 471
	Concerning a disability preference for State of Kansas hiring and promotion
	
	Ref. to Senate Education

	HB 2022
	Concerning minimum wage; Enacting the Kansas Working Families pay raise act. 
	
	Ref. to House Commerce, Labor and Economic Development

	HB 2034
	Enacting the supported decision-making agreements act: relating to decision-making assistance for adults
	
	Withdrawn from Senate calendar and rereferred to Committee on Judiciary

	HB 2044
	Income tax credit for taxpayer purchases of certain goods and services from qualified vendors providing employment for individuals who are blind or severely disabled
	
	Signed by Governor Kelly, 3/20/2019 

	HB 2066
	Establishes KanCare bridge to a healthy Kansas program
	Medicaid expansion
	Senate referred to Public Health and Welfare

	HB 2077
	Concerning health and healthcare; relating to treatment facilities; providing for suicide risk evaluation upon admission thereto.  
	
	Referred to Health and Human Services

	HB 2089
	Enacting the Kansas Death with Dignity Act
	
	Referred to Committee on Health and Human Services

	HB 2094
	Requiring the Department for Children and Families to offer services to children with problem sexual behavior and to such child’s family.  
	
	Hearing 2/5, 9:00 am

	HB 2102
	Establishing the KanCare bridge to a healthy Kansas program
	
	Referred to Appropriations (See HB 2066 above)

	HB 2120
	Establishing restrictions on the use of step therapy protocols by health insurance plans
	
	Referred to Health and Human Services 

	HB 2130
	Concerning to the Kansas Act Against Discrimination relating to sexual orientation and gender identity or expression
	
	Hearing in Fed & State Affairs, Room 346-S, 9:00 am Connie Bahner 785-268-7166

	HB 2134
	Concerning sales tax exemption of nonprofit integrated communicate care organizations
	Specifically, hospice facilities that take Medicare
	Hearing 2/13 3:30 pm

	HB 2149
	Requiring a timely determination of KanCare eligibility
	
	Hearing 2/13, 1:30 pm Room 346-S, Iris Evans 785-296-7644

	HB 2152
	Creating the assistance animal integrity act
	
	Hearing 2/11 at 3:30 room 346-S, Judiciary Committee, Kathi Rakestraw 785-296-5805

	HB 2205
	Eliminating the client obligation for persons receiving Home and Community-Based Services (HCBS)
	
	Hearing in House Appropriations, 3/20, Room 112-N, 9:00 am, Kathy Holscher, 785-291-3446

	HB 2219
	Concerning Kansas Open Meetings Act; relating to recording of proceedings; availability to the public
	Issue is that recordings/videos must be made available to the public within 24 hours.  It takes longer than 24 hours to get a video captioned and 3-5 days to get a transcript made and available with the video.  
	Hearing 2/19, 3:30 pm Room 346-S, Kathi Rakestraw 785-296-5805

	HB 2286
	Appropriations for capitol improvements at the School for the Deaf
	
	Referred to Appropriations

	HB 2347
	An act concerning the Kansas Department for Aging and Disability Services; establishing the Kansas Alzheimer’s disease advisory council
	
	Referred to Children and Seniors (see HB 2404 below)

	HB 2404
	An act establishing the Kansas Senior Services Task Force
	Would study a variety of senior care topics including KanCare expansion, timely determination of KanCare eligibility and funding and implementation of the Senior Care Act
	Referred to House Children and Seniors Committee

	HB 2416
	Creating the Kansas Targeted Employment Act, tax credit for Targeted Employment Businesses that hire people with intellectual/developmental disabilities for at least 2080 hours in competitive integrated employment
	
	Commerce, Labor and Economic passed out of committee with recommendation to pass as amended.  Not on general orders as of 3/12

	HB 2421


	Allowing individuals who raise assistance dogs to have the same right to accommodation as trainers of assistance dogs and requiring assistance dogs to be trained by accredited training facilities. 
	
	Referred to Federal and State Affairs

	Hb 2459
	Limiting utilization review conducted by health plans under certain circumstances involving the treatment of mental illness and or substance abuse disorder.
	
	Continued discussion in subcommittee on HB 2459 2/19 in 212-N at 3:30. 

	HB 2487
	Amends current education statute changing emotional “disturbance” and replacing it with “disability”. (K.S.A. 72-3404 and 75-5399)
	
	Hearing in Senate Education 3/17, Room 144-S, 1:30 pm, Cyndie Rexer 785-296-7368

	HB 2488
	An act concerning schools; relating to school districts and nonpublic schools; emergency medication kits for certain life-threatening conditions; administration of emergency medication by school personnel; training requirements; exempting certain persons from the practice of healing arts and civil liability if acting in good faith. 
	
	Referred to Education

	HB 2523
	Enacting the Kansas Assistance Animals in Housing Act
	
	Judiciary – Hearing 2/4 @ 3:30 in Room 346-S, Contact Kathi Rakestraw, 785-296-5805

	HB 2549
	An act concerning home and community-based services (HCBS); relating to the client obligations to pay for such services; setting the protected income level
	Bill would set the protected income level at 150% of the federal Supplemental Security Income (SSI) amount.  
	Referred to Social Services Budget

	HB 2550
	An act concerning HCBS; increasing provider reimbursements rates; relating to the intellectual or developmentally disabled waiver; making and concerning appropriations for the fiscal years June 20, 2021, June 30, 2022 and June 30, 2023
	
	Referred to Social Services Budget

	HB 2551
	An act concerning the care and treatment act for mentally ill persons; relating to temporary custody orders; possession of a firearm. 
	
	Referred to Judiciary

	HB 2574 
	Relating to the school sports head injury prevention act; requiring schools to establish concussion management teams; standards of care protocols; required biennial education. 
	
	Referred to Health and Human Services

	HB 2602
	Act concerning health and healthcare; relating to newborn screening, reimbursement of treatment services, authorizing the secretary of Health and environment to specify conditions included in screenings; increasing transfers to the Kansas newborn screening fund. 
	
	Referred to Health and Human Services

	HB 2649
	Providing for the availability and use of the wheelchair emblem deal on a personalized license plate. 
	
	House Transportation – Hearing 2/19 1:30 pm, Room 

	HB 2700
	Amending provisions concerning the abuse, neglect and financial exploitation of certain adults to update the list of mandatory reporters, create a definition of “financial exploitation” and increase the number of working days in which DCF must complete an initial investigation from 30 to 60 working days.  
	
	Hearing in House Children and Seniors Committee 3/16 at 1:30 pm in Room 346-S. Fran Lusk, 785-296-7644

	HB 2701
	Disability Preference bill
	
	Withdrawn from Commerce, Labor and Economic Development and sent to Appropriations 2/26/2020. Referred to Commerce, Labor and Economic Development. Hearing 3/10, 1:30 pm, room 112-N Dana Rooney, 785-296


Exempt committees have asterisks (*) next to them.  
House Committees 
	Committee
	Room
	Mtg. time
	Assistant
	Phone

	Agriculture
	582-N
	3:30 pm daily
	John Willey
	785-296-7310

	Agriculture and Natural Resources Budget
	142-S
	1:30 pm daily
	Melissa Leach
	785-296-7677

	*Appropriations 
	112-N
	9:00 am daily
	Kathy Holscher
	785-291-3446

	*Calendar and Printing
	On call
	
	
	

	Children and Seniors
	346-S
	1:30 am daily 
	Fran Lusk
	785-296-7640

	Commerce, Labor & Economic Development
	112-N
	1:30 pm daily
	Dana Rooney 
	785-296-7685

	Corrections & Juvenile Justice
	152-S
	1:30 pm daily
	Linda Kentch
	785-296-7447

	Education
	218-N
	1:30 pm daily
	Deborah Bremer
	785-296-1754

	K-12 Education Budget
	546-S
	3:30 pm daily
	Debbie Welton
	785-296-6817

	Elections
	212-N
	3:30 pm T & Th
	Cathy Foxworthy
	785-296-7676

	Energy, Utilities and Telecommunications
	281-N
	9:00 am T & Th
	Linda Kelsey
	785-296-7647

	*Federal and State Affairs
	346-S
	9:00 am daily
	Connie Bahner
	785-368-7166

	Financial Institutions and Insurance
	281-N
	9:00 pm M & W
	Rich Mergen
	785-296-6014

	General Government Budget
	281-N
	3:30 pm daily
	Patti Mills
	785-296-7670

	Health & Human Services
	546-S
	1:30 pm daily
	David Long
	785-296-7488

	Higher Education Budget
	281-N
	1:30 pm daily
	Janice Koehler 
	785-296-7654

	Insurance 
	212-N
	3:30 pm M & W1
	Connie Beckett
	785-296-7749

	Interstate Cooperation
	On-call
	
	
	

	Judiciary
	346-S
	3:30 pm daily
	Kathi Rakestraw
	785-296-5805

	Legislative Budget
	On-call
	
	Kathy Holscher
	

	Legislative Post Audit 
	118-N
	Noon
	Nichole Blanchett
	785-296-3792

	Local Government
	218-N
	9:00 am M & W
	Gary Deeter
	785-296-3971

	Rules and Journal
	On-call
	
	
	

	Rural Revitalization
	582-N
	9:00 am daily
	Tony Prohaska
	785-296-7660

	Social Services Budget
	144-S
	3:30 pm daily
	Francie Hernandez
	785-296-7660

	*Taxation
	112-N
	3:30 pm daily
	Lea Gerard
	785-296-4830

	Transportation
	582-N
	1:30 pm daily 
	Betty Boaz
	785-296-7639

	Transportation and Public Safety Budget 
	142-S
	3:30 pm daily
	Leslie Wolfe
	785-296-7466

	Veterans and Military
	218-N
	9:00 am T & Th
	Carol Robertson 
	785-296-7483


Senate Committees 
	Committee
	Room
	Mtg. time
	Assistant
	Phone

	Agriculture and Natural Resources
	159-S
	8:30 am daily
	Judy Marks
	785-296-7353

	*Assessment & Taxation
	548-S
	9:30 am daily
	Diane Brian
	785-296-2713

	Commerce
	548-S
	8:30 am daily
	Debbie Bartuccio
	785-296-4336

	Education
	144-S
	1:30 pm daily
	Cyndie Rexer
	785-296-7368

	Ethics, Elections & Local Government
	142-S
	9:30 pm daily
	Randi Walters
	785-296-7389

	*Federal & State Affairs
	144-S
	10:30-noon daily
	Connie Burns
	785-296-4335

	Financial Institutions and Insurance
	546-S
	9:30 am daily
	Michael Welton
	785-296-7358

	Interstate Cooperation
	On-call
	
	
	

	Judiciary
	346-S
	10:30 am daily
	Debbie Welton 
	785-296-6817

	Organization, Calendar and Rules
	On-call
	
	
	

	Public Health & Welfare
	118-N
	9:30 pm daily
	Donola Fairbanks
	785-296-5123

	Transportation
	546-S
	8:30 am Tues-Friday
	Florence Deeter 
	785-296-7355

	Utilities
	548-S
	1:30 pm daily
	Rosemary Cubie
	785-296-7388

	*Ways and Means 
	548-S
	10:30-noon daily
	Nancy Fontaine
	785-296-3775


You may be asking yourself questions such as these:
1. How do I testify?

2. How do I find out who my senator or representative is?

3. Where do I find out about a bill?

4. Is there any training on this subject?

5. Etc.

These questions can be answered with the Legislative Advocacy toolkit.
KCDC Legislative Update








Page 1

