
Kansas Commission on Disability Concerns

Legislative Session Update
May 7, 2015
To check the status of bills and hearing, please go to the legislative website at http://www.kslegislature.org/li/  or call the legislative hotline at 1-800-432-3924. If there are bills you would like me to follow, please let me know and I will add them to the list.  A listing of the committees, times they meet, rooms they meet in and the assistants you need to contact if you want to provide testimony are listed at the end of this update.   

To receive a copy of this announcement in large print, or other alternative formats, please call 1-800-295-5232 (voice).  This Update can also be found on the KCDC Web site:  http://www.kcdcinfo.ks.gov/legislative-information. 
Correction: The legislature is dealing with some new spending bills and some conference committee reports, in addition to bills vetoed by the Governor, the Omnibus Appropriations Act and the Omnibus Reconciliations Spending Limit bill.  
 Active Bills, 2015
	Bill No.
	Description
	Impact
	Bill History and Current Status

	HB 2006
	Relating to license plates for disabled veterans & parking in certain public parking garages
	Amends current law to allow veterans with disabilities using this license plate to park free of charge in any parking space in public parking facilities
	Governor signed into law 4/9

	HB 2011
	Enacting the Cannabis Compassion and Care Act. 
	Legalizes marijuana for medicinal use
	Referred to Health and Human Services

	HB 2012
	Enacting the Kansas Working Families Pay Raise Act
	Raises the minimum wage by $1.00 each year from 2016 through 2018 making minimum wage $10.25. 
	Referred to Appropriations

	HB 2020
	Military service members and the Home and Community Based Services Program – Dependents
	Outlines what it takes to make dependents of military members eligible for HCBS in Kansas 
	Referred to Health and Human Services

	HB 2035
	Tax Credit for Low Income Students Scholarship Program
	At risk students between the ages of 7 and 21 years attending a qualified school may apply for an educational scholarship to cover tuition, fees and expenses. See the bill for more details.
	Hearing in Education 

	HB 2038
	Budget for Fiscal Years 2015, 2016 and 2017
	
	Referred to Appropriations

	HB 2041
	Parkinson’s disease public awareness and education act
	
	Referred to Health and Human Services

	Senate Substitute for HB 2042
	Concerning membership on the Governor’s Behavioral Health Service Planning Council
	

	Both Houses agreed to conference committee report 5/6/15

	HB 2045
	Expansion of Medicaid Eligibility
	
	Referred to Vision 2020

	HB 2047
	Patient empowerment act; concerning developmental disabilities (DD)/Intellectual (I)DD Waiver program
	
	Referred to Health and Human Services

	HB 2058
	Enacting the Kansas Care Act
	This would allow people who provide care to those leaving hospitals to have information on how to care them the patient after they leave the hospital if they are not a family member or someone who is authorized to have personal health information. 
	Withdrawn and referred to Appropriations

	HB 2092
	Restricted driver’s licenses: seizure disorders
	
	Hearing 1/28

	HB 2100
	Creating the ABLE savings account 
	
	Wording is now in HB 2216 which was engrossed and will be sent to the governor for signature

	HB 2136
	Providing homestead property tax refunds to renters
	
	Referred to Taxation

	HB 2150
	Enacting the Death with Dignity Act
	Physician assisted suicide
	Referred to Health and Human Services

	Senate Substitute for House Substitute for HB 2170
	Use of seclusion and restraint of students with disabilities
	
	Still in conference committee

	HB 2216
	Now contains HB 2100 language for the ABLE accounts legislation
	
	Governor signed into law 4/15

	HB 2251
	Amends advanced voting to allow ballots to be turned in at polling places on the day of the election
	

	Referred to Elections

	HB 2270
	KanCare II expansion 
	Expansion include people earning 138% of   the federal poverty level
	Referred to Health and Human Services

	HB 2282
	Hemp preparation treatments for seizure disorders
	Establishes registration of patients and preparation centers, protecting from arrest, prosecution and discrimination for authorized use.
	Withdrawn and referred to Appropriations. 

	HB 2290
	Relating to 24-hour crisis centers, care and treatment act for people with mental illness
	
	Referred to Judiciary

	HB 2315
	An act concerning licensure of certain facilities and standards for treatment of certain individuals with disabilities.
	


	Referred back to Elections (I don’t understand this either)

	HB 2319
	Expansion of Medicaid Eligibility (?)
	
	Hearing was yesterday for proponents, Hearing for opponents and neutral parties is today 1:30 in room 546-S

	HB 2323
	Amending the Kansas Act Against Discrimination to include sexual orientation and gender identity
	
	Referred to Judiciary

	SB 9
	Enacting the Cannabis Compassion and Care Act
	Same as HB 2011
	Referred to Public Health and Welfare

	SB 35
	Budget revisions for Fiscal Years 2015, 2016 and 2017
	
	Ways and Means

	SB 39
	Relating to ERO 41 updating duties and functions transferred to Aging and Disability Services (KDADS) 
	
	On General Orders, Recommended be passed as amended below debate line

	SB 80
	Enacting the Kansas Working Families Pay Raise Act
	
	Referred to Commerce

	SB 121
	Amending the Bob Bethel Joint Committee on Home and Community Based Services and KanCare Oversight Committee Membership
	Removes all members from K.S.A. 39-7,160 1(b)(5) through (8) and adds that 3 members from the House are appointed by the Speaker, 1 member of the House is appointed by the minority leader, and 1 member of the Senate is appointed by the President.
	Hearing 3/16

	SB 177
	Relating to citizenship requirements for voter registration
	Adds that a county election officer or secretary of state cannot deny an application for registration for lack of citizenship evidence until the Division of Vehicles has an operational system to verify the citizenship of an applicant for the renewal of a driver’s license.
	Referred to Ethics and Elections

	SB 219
	Adds “vulnerable” to the definition of adult in the abuse, neglect and exploitation of adults statutes
	

	Passed out of committee recommended be passed as amended. On General Orders below the debate line.

	SB 220
	Increasing the penalty for battery against a mental health employee when committed by a sexually violent predator.
	

	Passed out of committee recommended bill be passed as amended. On General Orders below the debate line. 

	SB 238
	Relating to the Homestead Property tax refunds, eligibility for armed forces service-connected disability
	
	Hearing 2/19, 9:30, room 548-S in Assessment & Taxation

	SB 265
	Concerns hospitals and designation of lay caregivers 
	This is like HB 2058 the Kansas Care Act which allows a patient to designate a lay caregiver who can be given pertinent information about the care of the patient when they leave the hospital. 
	Introduced in Ways and Means, referred to Public Health and Welfare

	ERO 43
	Moving Medicaid eligibility processing from Dept. for Children & Families (DCF) to Health and Environment (KDHE) and transferring foster care licensing to KDHE from DCF. 
	
	Referred to House Health and Human Services/Senate Judiciary


House Committees, 2015 Committee rooms are in the Statehouse unless otherwise noted. 
	Committee
	Room
	Mtg. time
	Assistant
	Phone

	Agricultural and Natural Resources
	346-S
	3:30 pm daily
	Shirley Jepson
	785-296-7637

	Agricultural & Natural Resources Budget Cmte.
	142-S 
	1:30 pm daily
	Dave Long
	785-296-7643

	Appropriations 
	112-N
	9:00 am daily
	Melinda Gaul
	785-296-5481

	Children and Seniors
	218-N
	9:00 am T & Th 
	Florence Deeter
	785-296-7683

	Commerce, Labor & Economic Development
	346-S
	1:30 pm daily
	Linda Herrick
	785-296-7688

	Corrections & Juvenile Justice
	152-S
	1:30 pm  daily
	Linda Kentch
	785-296-7690

	Education
	112-S
	1:30 pm daily
	Sue Mollenkamp
	785-296-7310

	Education Budget
	281-N
	3:30 pm  daily
	Cathy Foxworthy
	785-296-7659

	Elections
	281-N
	1:30 pm M & W
	June Christensen
	785-296-7476

	Energy and Environment
	582-N
	9:00 am T, Th & F
	Patricia Kready
	785-296-7699

	Federal and State Affairs
	346-S
	9:00 am daily
	Steve Bainum
	785-368-7166

	Financial Institutions
	152-S
	3:30 pm  T & Th
	Gary Deeter
	785-296-7693

	General Government Budget
	218-N
	1:30 pm  daily 
	LaVerne Englehardt
	785-296-7672

	Health & Human Services
	546-S
	1:30 pm  daily
	Patrick Orr
	785-296-7631

	Insurance 
	152-S
	3:30 pm  M & W
	Diane Brian
	785-296-7501

	Judiciary
	112-N
	3:30 pm  daily
	Connie Bahner
	785-296-5805

	Local Government
	281-N
	1:30 pm T & Th
	Maureen Stinson
	785-296-1754

	Pensions and Benefits
	152-S
	9:00 am  M & W
	Lea Gerard 
	785-296-7696

	Social Services Budget
	144-S
	3:30 pm daily
	Cindy Harris
	785-296-7673

	Taxation
	582-N
	3:30 pm  daily
	Phyllis Fast
	785-296-4830

	Transportation
	582-N
	1:30 pm  daily 
	Betty Boaz
	785-296-7639

	Transportation and Public Safety Budget 
	142-S
	3:30 pm  daily
	Patti Mills
	785-296-7670

	Utilities & Telecommunications
	582-N
	9:00 am M & W
	Linda Borror
	785-296-7647

	Veterans, Military, and Homeland Security
	152-S
	9:00 am  T & Th
	Rich Mergen
	785-296-7663

	Vision 2020
	218-N
	9:00 am M & W
	Mary Koles
	785-296-7654


Senate Committees, 2013 Committee rooms are in the Statehouse unless otherwise noted. 
	Committee
	Room
	Mtg. time
	Assistant
	Phone

	Agriculture
	159-S
	8:30 am T & W
	Sara Leavitt
	785-296-7359

	Assessment & Taxation
	548-S
	9:30 am daily
	Judy Seitz
	785-296-2713

	Commerce
	548-S
	8:30 am daily
	Debbie Bartuccio
	785-296-4336

	Corrections & Juvenile Justice
	118-N
	9:30 am daily
	Nancy Fontaine
	785-296-7367

	Education
	144-S
	1:30 pm daily
	Erna Fabert
	785-296-7381

	Ethics, Elections & Local Government
	159-S
	9:30 p.m. M-Th
	Darla Conner
	785-296-7667

	Federal & State Affairs
	144-S
	10:30-noon daily
	Connie Burns
	785-296-4335

	Financial Institutions and Insurance
	546-S
	9:30 am daily
	Ellen Martinez
	785-296-7384

	Judiciary
	346-S
	10:30 am daily
	Suzanne Nelson
	785-296-6817

	Natural Resources
	159-S
	8:30 am  Th & F
	Toni Beck
	785-296-7394

	Public Health & Welfare
	118-N
	1:30 pm  daily
	Randi Walters
	785-296-5123

	Transportation
	546-S
	8:30 am T- F
	Carolyn Long
	785-296-7355

	Utilities
	548-S
	1:30 pm daily
	Michael Welton 
	785-296-7358

	Ways and Means 
	548-S
	10:30-noon daily
	Dee Heideman
	785-296-3775


You may be asking yourself questions such as these:
1. How do I testify?

2. How do I find out who my senator or representative is?

3. Where do I find out about a bill?

4. Is there any training on this subject?

5. Etc.

These questions can be answered with the Legislative Advocacy toolkit.
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