Kansas Commission on Disability Concerns (KCDC)
November 7, 2025, 9:00 a.m. Agenda and Meeting Notes
2025 Commission Meetings

Commissioners: Anthony Fadale, Brian Ellefson, Sean Tyree,
Bob Cantin, Stacie Martin, Jenae Heller, Rob Egan, Don
Woodard, Dr. Stephen Miller, Cora Ungerer, Chris Zuercher,
Karey Padding, Whit Downing, Rene Hart, Rep. Mari-Lynn
Poskin, Ranita Wilks, Shanti Ramcharan, Emily Hamm,
Claire Regan, Robyn Herzog, & Susan Weidenbach.

Guests: Kathy Lobb, Colin Olenick, Carrie Greenwood, Ray
Petty, Kerrie Bacon, Martha Gabehart, Mike Burgess &
Theresa Singh, Janette Laseter Split, Evan Dean, Ron Lucey,
Charles Saia, David Dively, & Sean Swindler.

Staff: Craig Knutson, Maritzah Welton

1. Call to Order and Introductions:

e Ranita Wilks — Called the meeting to order and
asked the new commissioners to introduce
themselves. New staff member, Maritzah Welton,
introduced herself. New Commissioners — Rep.
Mari-Lynn Poskin, Sean Tyree & Whit Downing
introduced themselves. Commissioners then



introduced themselves with any updates that they
would like to provide.

Craig spoke about the new updated Commissioner
notebook. They are now on OneNote. He went over
the new notebook and the processes for
reimbursement for commissioners. In addition, he
went over the values and goals of the commission.
Rob Egan, Anthony Fadale, and Bob Cantin gave
advice to new commissioners.

Craig walked through the website to familiarize the
commissioners with it.

Ranita Wilks clarified guidelines when representing
the commission for advocacy vs. day-to-day
conversations. Commissioners are free to
advocate for issues important to themselves
and/or the organizations they represent as private
citizens. Commissioners should exercise caution
when claiming issues are represented on behalf of
the Commission. Best practice is for when
Commissioners are wanting to discuss advocacy
on behalf of the Commission, they meet with the
chair and executive director to ensure messaging
aligns with agreed upon Commission positions and
priorities. Commissioners should align themselves



with the values of KCDC to properly represent the
commission.

e Good turnout for Disability Mentoring Day. There
were 420 students this year and 74% increase from
last year’s attendance. The Kansas City area broke
the record for participants with 199 attending.

e Employment First Project:

i. As of November 1%, there were 187 individuals
with jobs that have competitive integrated
employment. The average wage is $13.75/h
and working ~21.9/h per week.

. Karey Padding announced upcoming events:
Wednesday, February 11", 2025 Advocacy Day at
the Capital - & Speak Up Conference — Saturday,
November 8™, 2025, at KU Edwards Campus

2. Meeting Minutes from August — No Corrections

e Rob Egan motioned to approve the minutes, and
Robyn Herzog seconded the motion. The motion
carried to approve the August 1°* meeting minutes.

3. KCDC 2026 Legislative Platform Discussion and Vote —
Ranita Wilks/Craig Knutson/Mike Burgess

e Waiting List Funding

i. Bob Cantin motioned to approve the plan for
the waiting list to advocate for 500 spots on
the waiting list and creation of



dashboard/portal for those waiting. It was
seconded by Brian Ellefson. The motion was
passed unanimously.

e Elimination of 14c certificates

Craig suggested that we change the language

»

to “sunset 14c’s” and that we should promote
competitive integrated employment (CIE)
instead. Sean Tyree seconded the suggestion
of the promotion of CIE.

1. The state of Kansas is down to only
fourteen 14c certificate holders. Ray Petty
(guest) suggested that there be a
restriction on more 14c¢’s opening/being

approved. No action taken.

« Medicaid Expansion Support- Advanced from

previous meeting.
. Fire Marshal’s Bill (SB276)

The main issue is the life safety codes. SB276
is not expected to be reintroduced in next
legislative session.

. Sean Tyree motioned to support uniform life

safety codes. It was seconded by Jenae Heller.
The motion passed unanimously.

e Supported Decision Making



e Commission voted to support legislative priorities
initially forwarded in the August meeting
4. SILCK Update-Brian Ellefson
e No update because they met yesterday
5. Awards and Recognitions

e Craig led the recognitions for Michael Lechner
Awardees and Martha Gabehart.

e Martha gave a brief background on who Michael
Lechner was and what it means to be recognized
for this award.

e Craigintroduced this year’s recipients of the
Michael Lechner award: Kathy Lobb & Colin
Olenick. Kathy was a lifelong advocate who
supported the hiring of people with disabilities;
SB333 which created the State of Kansas Disability
Hiring Preference was named after Kathy Lobb.
Colin helped advocate for Employment First and
Kansas was the first state to adopt Employment
First Legislation. Kathy Lobb and Colin Olenick
were awarded the Michael Lechner award for their
advocacy in the disability community and the
progress they have made in Kansas legislation.

e Craig presented Martha Gabehart with a letter of
recognition from Governor Laura Kelly. Ron Lucey
(Executive Director of Texas Governor's Committee



on People with Disabilities), David Dively
(Minnesota Governor’s Commission on Disability
and current National Association of Governor’s
Commissions (NAGC), and Chuck Saia (New
Hampshire Governors Commission on Disability)
presented Martha with national and state flags
flown over the Kansas capitol in recognition of her
work on both the state and national level. Kerrie
Bacon (Previous KCDC Employee under Martha),
and other Commissioners spoke about the work
that she has done for the commission on the state
and national level. Martha was presented with a
Resolution creating the Martha K Gabehart Lifetime
Achievement Award in honor of her
accomplishments over her career. This award will
be held in special regard and given to individuals
who have a lifetime body of work that impact
Kansans with disabilities.

6. Home and Community Based Services (HCBS) Update-

Director Leigh Smith
e Physical Disability Waiver - New manager — lan
Kuenzi
e They are continuing to send out offer letters to

individuals on the IDD waiting list helping move
people from the waiting list a onto the waiver.



e Brain Injury Waiver — No Updates
e Autism - No major changes
e Frail Elderly Waiver — They anticipate that it will
have a waitlist sometime soon (unconfirmed until
posted)
e |[DD Waiver—There is a new program manager —
Colby Lockwood
i. Trying to increase communications with the
community and getting the most important
issues facing Kansans.
e Serious Emotional Disturbance Waiver —no
changes
e Technology Assistive Waiver — Position will be filled
soon and no major changes
e Community support waiver that supports
individuals with IDD diagnoses coming in 2026
i. Information available
7. Technology First Introduction-Kaley Day
e Kansas as a Technology First State:
i. See presentation slides
ii. Rep. Mari-Lynn Poskin announced her and her
husband will be building the first 3D printed
home that is ADA compliant, and itis the first
of its kind. Print Day will be announced soon.
This is a testament to how technology can be



beneficial to society, making housing more
affordable, accessible, and economically
sustainable.

8. Chair and Vice Chair Elections

e Don Woodard nominated Rob Egan to be the Chair
of the committee. Sean Tyree seconded the
motion. The vote was accepted unanimously. Rob
Egan accepted the nomination. Motion carries, and
Rob Egan was elected the new Chair of the
committee.

e Brian Ellefson nominated Whit Downing for the
Vice Chair. Whit Downing accepted the
nomination. Claire seconded the motion. The
motion carried and Whit Downing was elected the
Vice Chair for the 2025-2026 year.

9. Executive Director’s Report — Craig Knutson

e Craig presented his executive report. Reference

meeting materials for detailed information.
i. Craig asked for feedback on his report and the
following was said:
1. Anthony Fadale provided feedback and
suggested that the information should be
brief. If more information is needed, a
presentation slide would be very helpful.



2. Brian Ellefson supported the links in his
report and found them very helpful.
3. Sean Tyree appreciated the new OneNote
virtual notebook for commissioners.
ii. Commissioner spotlight:
1. Message Craig for any information that
they would like to be included.
10. 2026 Meeting Schedule
e 2/6,5/1,8/7,11/6
11. Additional Notes
e Feedback onthe TSCPL
i. Sean Tyree liked the library but said it was
warm
ii. Bob Cantin brought up concerns about
parking at Docking State Office Building
iii. Rob Egan liked the idea of moving the
meetings to Docking State Office Building

Brian Ellefson motioned to adjourn the meeting. The motion
was seconded by Ron Egan. The motion was adopted, and
the motion was adjourned at 1:57 pm.



