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Kansas Commission on Disability Concerns (KCDC) Meeting 
May 2, 2025 

Executive Director’s Report 
 
 
Assistive Technology for Kansans Project (ATK)  
 
Attended the October and April ATK meetings. They reported that the 
Northeast Kansas service provider was opening later in February in 
downtown Topeka.  OCCK from Salina is the new provider for this area. The 
new office telephone number is 785-286-7415 and their address in Topeka is 
712 S. Kansas Avenue. They serve Brown, Doniphan, Atchison, Jackson, 
Jefferson, Leavenworth, Wyandotte, Johnson, Douglas, Shawnee, Osage, 
Franklin, and Miami.   
 
Both Sheila Simmons and Sara Sack have retired from ATK and Tom Manthey 
is co-director.   
 
Commission for Emergency Planning and Response (CEPR) 
 
CEPR met in December and March.  The White Paper committee working on 
the Ion Battery paper identified the white paper topics and are looking for a 
contractor to support the white paper development.  The commission 
supported the paper being for educational purposes as opposed to policy 
development.  Discussion about finding the funds to pay for the support 
person provided possible funding from the Department of Health and 
Environment and possibly from private industry.  Discussion eventually 
ended with private industry developing the white paper and the CEPR would 
share the information.   
 
The bylaws were reviewed and modified during the March meeting.  The 
terms for the chair and vice chair positions were extended to two years, so no 
elections were held.  Jim Frye from Kansas Department of Transportation and 
Mike McNaulty from Kansas Department of Health and Environment remain 
the chair and vice chair.  
 
 



2 
 

COVET 2025 Task Force 
 
The COVET 2025 Task Force has not met since September. 
 
Home and Community Based Services (HCBS) Stakeholders/Town Hall 
Meetings/Intellectual/Developmental Disability (IDD) Unbundling 
Meetings/Community Service Waiver (CSW) Stakeholders meetings 

 
I participated in the HCBS quarterly stakeholder meetings, Community 
Services Waiver (CSW) town halls and stakeholder progress meetings since 
our November meeting.  
 
Kansas State Department of Education (KSDE) Secondary Transition 
Tuesday Meetings 
 
I regularly participate in the Secondary Transition meetings during the school 
year to learn more about the services available to parents and providers.  
 
Kansas Employment First Grant Steering Committee 
 
The Kansas Department for Aging and Disability Services (KDADS) 
Employment First Grant Steering Committee meetings are once a month. I’ve 
attended was January 8, 2025.  Their competitive integrated employment job 
placement is now up to 48 people placed. The four pilot agencies also have 
taken training on the Charting the Life Course method of planning for a 
person with disabilities’ process of deciding what kind of job they want and 
how to get that job along with the other life decisions.  Policy review 
continues to recommend changes to KDADS policies.    
 
Disability Mentoring Day (DMD) Local Coordinators 
 
DMD local coordinators meetings were held in November January, and 
February. We had a new participant in our meetings from Pratt. They have had 
a DMD for many years.  The person is not working for Beyond Barriers, but is 
on the DMD committee. She has led the committee during years when 
leadership from Beyond Barriers was absent to make sure the event happens 
every year.   
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Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Webinars 
 
Participated in several ADA webinars to keep up certification as an ADA 
Coordinator.   
 
Legislative Update 
 
Legislative updates have been sent to the list serve every week of the 
legislative session this year.   
 
The Kansas Legislative website now has the Government Efficiency Portal for 
the public to make suggestions for improving state government.   
 
Intellectual/Developmental Disabilities (IDD) Home and Community 
Based Services (HCBS) Waitlist (second issue on 2025 KCDC Legislative 
Agenda) 
  
The Disability Rights Center (DRC) asked for help requesting time for Mike 
Burgess to speak during the Senate Ways and Means committee briefing on 
the HCBS IDD waitlist.  Senator Billinger agreed to have Mike talk about the 3-
year plan to end the IDD waitlist.  The presentation was well received and 
Senator Billinger encouraged Secretary Howard and Long-Term Supports and 
Services (LTSS) Commissioner Michele Heydon work with DRC and KCDD on 
implementing the plan.  The Kansas Council on Developmental Disabilities 
(KCDD) and DRC put together the plan.  
 
HB 2033 – Including programs and services provided by nonprofit 
organizations accredited by the International Multisensory Structured 
Language Education Council as approved at-risk educational programs.   
 
Dr. Cynthia Lane spoke with the commission two years ago about improving 
teacher education on Dyslexia and how to teach students with Dyslexia.  This 
bill would establish in every school district an at-risk education fund to help 
pay for expenses for providing programs and assistance for teaching at-risk 
students.  This bill was vetoed, but the legislature overrode the veto so it is 
now law.   
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