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Quarterly Meeting
Kansas Commission on Disability Concerns (KCDC)

August 1, 2025
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Agenda

• Welcome and Introductions
• Employment First Update-Evan Dean
• SILCK Update- New SILCK Executive Director, Malinda Barnett
• Wildlife and Parks Update on Accessibility-Conner O’Flannagan
• Home and Community Based Services (HCBS) Update- Leigh Smith
• Lunch
• Legislative Agenda Discussion
• Executive Director’s Quarterly Report and FY25 Final Report
• Q&A with Executive Director
• Adjourn
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Welcome and Introductions

Introduction of new KCDC Staff:

Craig Knutson 
Executive Director

Jackson Norris
Administrative Assistant
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Welcome and Introductions
Introduction of New Commissioners:

Rep. Mari-Lynn Poskin
Designee of House Minority Leader 

Brandon Woodard

Whit Downing
Vice Vice President, Policy & Programming 

KCDD
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Welcome and Introductions

• Introductions by Commissioners

• Introduction of business that will require a vote
• Additions, deletions, or corrections to the agenda
• Approval of May 2, 2025 Minutes

•  

• Public Comments

5-2-2025 draft meeting miniutes LP.pdf

https://sokansas-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/craig_knutson2_go_ks_gov/ET_UAK_jWqRAred5lwMQF4wBxJNfo1yq085vanH08gdKdQ?e=OkC5Tj
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Employment First Update
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Statewide Independent Living Council of Kansas (SILCK) Update
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Wildlife Parks and Rec Accessibility Update
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Home and Community Based Services (HCBS) Update



10

Legislative Agenda Discussion/KDADS Budget 
Input Hearing

• August 11th, 2025:  KDADS Budget Hearing 
• 3:00-5:00PM at Sunflower Foundation in Topeka

• Presenters may speak in person or present virtually. If you can’t attend either in 
person or virtually, you can submit written recommendations by Monday, 
August 4th, to Cara Sloan-Ramos to be added to the record.

• Each presenter will have up to 5 minutes to speak and should RSVP 
to Leigh Keck indicating if you plan to attend in person or virtually. If you wish to 
present testimony, please provide it to Cara Sloan-Ramos by Monday, Aug. 4

• Please indicate in your RSVP email if you are planning to attend online so we 
can send a link to join us closer to the date of the meeting.  Contact Leigh 
Keck, KDADS director of Governmental Affairs, at 785.230.6214 or 
leigh.keck@ks.gov

mailto:cara.sloanramos@ks.gov
mailto:leigh.keck@ks.gov
mailto:cara.sloanramos@ks.gov
mailto:leigh.keck@ks.gov
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Legislative Agenda Discussion/KDHE Budget 
Input Hearing
• August 14th, 2025:  KDHE Budget Hearing, Conference Room Curtis State Office 

Building, 10:00 AM-Noon

• If you want to present your testimony in-person please indicate when you submit 
your written testimony, and you will receive additional details and instructions.

• Your testimony should be no more than two pages and include:
• Amount requested
• Allocation information and supporting evidence
• While this meeting is focused on budget input, KDHE also asks for any 

information on 2026 legislative priorities.

Please RSVP and submit your testimony to Allie Denning, KDHE Director of Legislative 
Affairs – Allie.M.Denning@ks.gov, by Friday, August. 8, at 5 p.m.

mailto:Allie.M.Denning@ks.gov
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Legislative Agenda Discussion

• 2025 KCDC Legislative Priorities (from FY25 Executive Director’s Report)
• Passage of the Disability Hiring Preference for State of Kansas Employment 

opportunities
• Passage of additional funding for HCBS waiver services

• Priorities not passed:
• Elimination of Subminimum wage for Kansans with disabilities (14(c)certificates)
• Medicaid Expansion

• KCDC still supports initiatives to o improve competitive integrated employment 
and access to programs and services for people with disabilities

• Please begin thinking about Legislative Priorities for the 2026 Legislative Session 
(will finalize during the Nov. 7th, 2025 KCDC Meeting)
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Executive Director’s Report and FY25 Final 
Report
FY25 Final Report has been uploaded to the KCDC website:  FY25 Final Report

Executive Director’s Report can be found here:  Executive Directors Report 8.1.25.pdf

https://www.kcdcinfo.ks.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/966/638868933100730000
https://sokansas-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/craig_knutson2_go_ks_gov/EW8wEzkjeNlEsfGYO2VpeDIBVO4JeW8v_DrKiCPyUJHTxA?e=Y8U93n
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Reminder: Michael Lechner Award 
Nominations Due Sept. 30th, 2025

Currently have received two nominations
• Commission protocol if we continue to receive nominations?
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Question and Answer Period with Craig Knutson

Background:
• Person with lived experience and family member who understands the importance 

of being a Catalyst for Change
• Over 30 years experience working in the disability field focused on Systems 

Change, Capacity Building, Advocacy, and Quality Improvement

• Research Project Manager for KUCD

• Policy Analyst for KCDD

• Advocacy Coordinator for SACK

• Multiple roles as a Direct Support Professional
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Question and Answer Period with Craig Knutson

Going Forward:
• Importance of understanding that Disability is a Non-Partisan Issue
• Importance of KCDC Vision, Mission, Values, and Goals as a Guiding Document
• Embrace of Data Driven Decision Making and Recommendations

• Exploration of New Promising Practices

• Exploration of Technology driven Accessibility

• Embrace of Employment First Principles and Community Inclusion for all 

Kansans

• Leveraging a lifetime of partnerships
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Next Meeting

Next meeting is November 7, 2025, 9:00 – 2:00 pm 

Tentatively:  In person with a Hybrid Option
Capitol Auditorium

Like us on Facebook:  Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61578031019137
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