
 
Office of the Governor 

Kansas Commission on Disability Concerns 
 

Phone: (785) 296-1722 
kcdcinfo.ks.gov 

900 SW Jackson Street 
Suite 100 
Topeka, KS 66612 

Kansas Commission on Disability Concerns (KCDC) Executive Director’s Report 

August 1st, 2025 

Catalyst for Change 

Martha Gabehart, long time Executive Director for the Kansas Commission on Disability 
Concerns (KCDC) retired on June 9th, 2025.  Craig Knutson was hired as the new Executive 
Director, and began work at KCDC on June 16th, 2025.  Jackson Norris also began working 
for KCDC on that date as an Administrative Assistant; his time will be split between KCDC 
and the Office of Native American Affairs. 

As Craig and Jackson settle into their new positions, they have embraced KCDC’s vision as 
a Catalyst for Change and have engaged in several activities designed to move KCDC 
forward to help raises awareness of the Commission with the general public as well as 
increase our capacity to provide data-driven recommendations to the State of Kansas on 
changes to laws, policies, regulations and programs that affect people with disabilities. 

Initiatives undertaken in these first few weeks include, but are not limited to: 

• Updating the KCDC website with new information 
• Creation of a KCDC Facebook page:  Facebook 
• Development of a Commissioner’s Notebook within OneNote to help facilitate 

increased accessibility and automatic updates on Notebook files 
• Development of data tracking systems to better understand the effectiveness of 

outreach efforts and  constituent concerns/information & referral efforts 
o Listserv engagement 
o KCDC Facebook engagement 
o Constituent Engagement on a county level 

• Creation of a Disability Mentoring Day (DMD) Local Coordinators Collaboration 
Space within MS Teams 

• Finalizing Updating Resource Maps for the KCDC website 

As the 2026 Legislative Session approaches, KCDC staff look forward to elevating the 
concerns of Commissioners, Constituents, Friends and Family Members, and most 
importantly, Kansans with Lived Experience so that all people with disabilities are equal 
citizens and equal partners in Kansas society. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61578031019137


Partnerships, Freedom of Choice, Advocacy, Respect, and To Do No Harm 

KCDC staff understands the importance of Partnerships, Freedom of Choice, Advocacy, 
Respect and To Do No Harm as a compass to guide our strategies, actions, and 
relationships with government and non-governmental representatives, organizations, 
businesses, communities, fellow employees, and individuals with and without disabilities. 

KCDC has a long history of Partnership and Collaboration efforts across Kansas; the 
relationships developed through these efforts ultimately lead to increased effectiveness in 
advocacy efforts resulting in greater progress towards Commission goals of: 

• Reducing barriers to employment for people with disabilities 
• Advising the Governor, Legislature, and State Agencies and Organizations of policy 

changes that need to be made within Kansas government. 

Current collaboration efforts working towards Commission goals include, but are not 
limited to: 

Goal 1: Reducing barriers to employment for people with disabilities 
• Hosting ongoing monthly Local Disability Mentoring Day Coordinators Meetings and 

the creation of Kansas DMD Coordinators Collaboration Space within MS Teams.  
Upcoming DMD events are currently planned to be held in the following 
communities, typically in October during the National Disability Employment 
Awareness Month (NDEAM): 

o Kansas City 
o Atchison/Leavenworth 
o Manhattan/Wamego/Junction City (event to be held at K-State) 
o Butler County (though may be delayed until spring 
o Salina 
o Dodge City 
o Hutchinson 
o Topeka is currently on hiatus as Kansas Youth Empowerment Academy 

(KYEA) is in a leadership transition process 
• Chairing the Kansas Dept. of Commerce Transition Transformers Coalition designed 

to improve employment outcomes for transition aged youth and adults who are 
seeking competitive, integrated employment; the Transition Transformers meet 
every six weeks 

• Participation in the Kansas Dept. of Commerce Statewide knectY Partner Meeting to 
discuss progress and partnerships for the Kansas Network for Employment and 
Career Transition for Youth (knectY) program. 



• Participation in the Kansas State Dept. of Education Kansas Youth Transition 
Network (KYTN) Grant Steering Committee designed to increase employment and 
community inclusion outcomes for transition aged youth 

• Participation in the KDADS/Kansas University Center on Disabilities (KUCD) 
Employment First Grant Steering Committee and Grant Partners meetings.  The 
Steering Committee meets monthly and Grant Partners typically meet bi-weekly. 

o The competitive integrated employment (CIE) job placement is now up to 170 
people placed representing 850% of initial projected outcomes.  

o The average wage each person obtaining CIE is $13.87/hours and works 22 
hours/week. 

o  The four pilot agencies also have taken ACRE (Association of Community 
Rehabilitation Educators) training to provide high quality supported 
employment services. 

o Pilot Project participants have also been paired with a mentor organization 
that has already experienced expanded supported employment capacity 
building and agency transformation.   

o Policy review by the Institute for Community Inclusion (ICI)/UMass Boston 
along with local/statewide policy workgroups continues to recommend 
changes to KDADS policies.   

• Participation in various Americans with Disabilities Act, Office of Disability 
Employment Policy (ODEP), and other webinars. 

• Activities that will resume after a summer hiatus: 
o Facilitation of the KEY: Shawnee County Community Team; one of 13 

Transition/Community teams created by the My Transition/My Career grant 
connecting students, family members, and professionals to resources in the 
community to increase employment and inclusion outcomes for transition 
aged students 
 Example of resource connection activities:  KEY: Shawnee County 

Resource Guide 
o Kansas State Department of Education (KSDE) Secondary Transition Tuesday 

Meetings 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://padlet.com/sncokey/key-shawnee-county-resource-guide-pq24foghutbjpjkf
https://padlet.com/sncokey/key-shawnee-county-resource-guide-pq24foghutbjpjkf


Goal 2: Advising the Governor, Legislature, and State Agencies and 
Organizations of policy changes that need to be made within Kansas 

government. 
 

• Participation in Assistive Technology for Kansans Meetings, including in person visits 
with the local Assistive Technology Services in Northeast Kansas located in Topeka 

• Participation in weekly KanCare Advocates Network meetings to learn more about 
stakeholder concerns, hear from state agency staff, and get state and federal 
legislative updates 

• Participation in monthly Big Tent Coalition meetings 
• Participation in the Annual Kansas Youth Leadership Forum Mentorship Luncheon; 

this year’s mentorship luncheon was held on July 17th at Washburn University in 
Topeka, KS. 

• Participation in KDHE Association and Advocacy meetings to learn about agency 
and MCO initiatives to address stakeholder concerns 

• Participation in the Kansas Active Transportation Walk, Bike, Roll (WBR) Kansas 
Summit Planning Meetings.  The Summit will be held Oct. 29-30th in Lawrence, KS.  
Registration is now open at: Walk Bike Roll Kansas Active Transportation Summit 

• Participation in KDADS Waiting List Mitigation Workgroup; KDADS caseload 
estimates include the possible need of a waitlist for Frail/Elderly, Brain Injury, and 
Technology Assistance waivers in the near future.  As of 6.17.25 there were 4,791 
individuals on the I/DD Waiting List and 505 on the Physical Disability Waiting List. 

• Participation in the Non-Cabinet Agency (NCA) Leadership Meeting on July 24th, 
2025. 

• Attendance at the Summer Bob Bethel KanCare Oversight Committee meeting on 
July 14th and 15th. 

o Documents from the Bethel Committee can be found here: Agendas & 
Minutes | Robert G. (Bob) Bethell Joint Committee on Home and Community 
Based Services and KanCare Oversight | Committees | Kansas State 
Legislature 

o Legislative updates have been sent out via listserv regarding interim 
committee meeting dates, times, and agendas this summer. 

• Attending Home and Community Based Services (HCBS) Stakeholders/Town Hall  
Meetings/Intellectual/Developmental Disability (IDD) Unbundling 
Meetings/Community Service Waiver (CSW) Stakeholders meetings 

o To learn more about the upcoming Community Supports Waiver, you can visit 
the KDADS CSW website:  Services — Kansas Community Support Waiver 

https://walkbikeroll.ksdot.gov/
https://kslegislature.gov/li/b2025_26/committees/ctte_jt_robert_g_bob_bethell_joint_committee_1/documents/
https://kslegislature.gov/li/b2025_26/committees/ctte_jt_robert_g_bob_bethell_joint_committee_1/documents/
https://kslegislature.gov/li/b2025_26/committees/ctte_jt_robert_g_bob_bethell_joint_committee_1/documents/
https://kslegislature.gov/li/b2025_26/committees/ctte_jt_robert_g_bob_bethell_joint_committee_1/documents/
https://www.kansascsw.com/services


o More information on the Kansas I/DD Waiver Modernization Initiatives can be 
found at the KDADS website:  Kansas IDD Waiver Modernization Initiatives | 
Department for Aging and Disability Services  

• Attendance at City of Topeka Community Resource Expo held at Topeka and 
Shawnee County Public Library on June 24th, 2025 

• Participation in National Association of Governors Committees on People with 
Disabilities monthly meetings 

• Pending Partnerships:   
o Martha Gabehart resigned her position on the Commission on Emergency 

Planning and Response (CEPR) effective 7.8.25, and Craig Knutson has 
applied for appointment for that Commission to the Governor’s Office  to fill 
her vacancy going forward.  
 Next meeting is scheduled for Sept. 4th, 2025. 

o Craig Knutson has also applied to be on the Kansas Employment First 
Oversight Commission as per the Chair’s request 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.kdads.ks.gov/services-programs/long-term-services-supports/home-and-community-based-services-hcbs/waiver-programs/intellectual-developmentally-disabled-i-dd/i-dd-waiver-program-modernization
https://www.kdads.ks.gov/services-programs/long-term-services-supports/home-and-community-based-services-hcbs/waiver-programs/intellectual-developmentally-disabled-i-dd/i-dd-waiver-program-modernization


Governor’s Proclamation celebrating the 35th Anniversary of the signing of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) on July 26th  

(Proclamation signing was held on June 26th, 2025) 

 

 

 

Pictured: (Front Row: Anthony Fadale, Dallas Hathaway, Ranita Wilks (KCDC Chair), 
Governor Laura Kelly, Carrie Greenwood, Shane Lewis; Back Row: Craig Knutson, Jackson 
Norris, Whit Downing, Sara Hart Weir, Lola Kernell, Morgan (Self Advocate Coalition of 
Kansas staff) 

 



 


