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Kansas Commission on Disability Concerns (KCDC)
August 1, 2025, 10:00 a.m.
Agenda and Meeting Notes
2025 Commission Meetings

Commissioners: Ranita Wilks, Robyn Herzog, Steve Miller, Emily Hamm, Stacie
Martin, Jenae Heller, Rep. Mari-Lynn Poskin, Bob Cantin, Rachel Mayberry, Chris
Zuercher, Leigh Smith, Brian Ellefson, Rene Hart, Claire Regan, Anthony Fadale,
Drew Adkins, John Lair, Whit Downing

Guests: Malinda Barnett, Victoria Hennes, Evan Dean, Connor O’Flanagan, Mitzie
Tyree, Rep. Susan Ruiz, Rene Hart, Shelby Fry

Staff: Craig Knutson, Jackson Norris

1. Call to Order and Introductions:

e Chairwoman Wilks announced the retirement of former KCDC
Executive Director Martha Gabehart and introduction of new KCDC
Executive Director Craig Knutson and Administrative Assistant Jackson
Norris

e New Commissioners: Rep. Mari-Lynn Poskin and Whit Downing

e Introduction of Commissioners and Updates: Ranita asked the
commissioners to introduce themselves and brief the Commission on
any updates from their activities or with their constituents.
Additionally, Steve Miller asked for a special acknowledgement of
Martha Gabehart. Craig proposed a planning committee to honor
Matha; Mr. Ellefson, Mr. Cantin, Dr. Miller, Craig Knutson, and Robyn
Herzog all offered to join.
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e Introduction of Business Requiring a Vote: None

e Agenda Corrections or Additions: None

e Approval of May 2 Meeting Minutes: Mr. Ellefson moved to approve
the Minutes, Mr. Cantin seconded. The motion carried to approve the
May 2 meeting minutes.

e Public comments: None

2. Employment First Update from Evan Dean:

e Dr. Dean, Associate Director of KU Center on Disabilities, shared his
presentation on the Kansas Employment First Project. The project is a
partnership with the Kansas Department of Aging and Disability

Services (KDADS) funded by American Rescue Plan Act of 2021.

e They have new downloadable Employment First flyers on their

website. Employment First | Kansas University Center on Disabilities

e The Institute for Community Inclusion (ICl) and UMass Boston (UMB)
have been helping to lead policy. They have developed an interim
report with guidance. They have many actionable recommendations.

e The KU Institute for Human and Disability Policy Studies have been

providing recommendations to the Kansas Employment First
Oversight Commission on enhanced data collection techniques.
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They’ve worked with KDADS to survey individuals regarding
competitive integrated employment (CIE).

e The Washington Initiative for Supported Employment has had ten
provider applicants, four were selected to receive ACRE Accredited
Training. The four pilot organizations are OCCK Inc, Down Syndrome
Innovations, Compass Behavioral Healthy, and Starkey. The number of
ACRE certificates has jumped from two in 2023 to 39 in 2024/2025, a
177 percent increase compared to the previous four years. The initial
projected number of people obtaining CIE at the end of the pilot
project was 20. Currently, over 171 have gotten jobs through this
project. Starkey has a good video example of employers that are
hiring people with disabilities and the impact that it has on people
with disabilities and their organizations.

e The KU Center on Disabilities is contracting with KDADS to create a
statewide, centralized center for training and technical assistance to
continue building capacity. A few components include a Kansas-
specific ACRE-certified curriculum for employment specialists, a
mentorship network of early adopters of CIE services, creating a
statewide Community of Practice for employment specialists, and
facilitating a statewide Employment First Data Dashboard.

e More information on outcomes and the project is on the Employment
First website. They have an active presence on Facebook, Instagram,
and YouTube.

Craig mentioned how the program has garnered nationwide attention, the success
of Kansas has led to people to investigate further, and members of the project
were able to speak with a subcommittee of the House Committee on Ways and
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Means regarding their work. The average wage for people getting jobs is $13.68
an hour, the national core of indicators usually make that amount in two weeks
rather than one.

Rep. Ruiz said she was astounded by the numbers and hopes that the information
presented to other legislators and hopes they are equally surprised and pleased.
She thanked Mr. Dean for the project’s work.

3. SILCK Update- New SILCK Executive Director Malinda Barnett:

e Ms. Barnett became the Executive Director in April. She has spent
most of her career working in developmental disabilities and has
personal experience with independent living services.

e SILCK priorities for the next year are the following:

o Outreach: Partnerships and relationships are important and
can help figure out what services are available and the gaps in
the independent living network. Director Barnett has met with
multiple centers and has learned of their individual needs. She
is making relationships with Kansas Rehabilitative Services and
the board, as well as wanting to reach out to organizations like
KCDC that work with people with disabilities.

o Update SILCK and personal policies and procedures and
establish a central location for documents: Director Barnett

wants to update these procedures to ensure the infrastructure
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is running well to promote success, and she wants SILCK to be
a model organization for other organizations working with
people with disabilities. The board has been very helpful
throughout these processes.

o Professional development: Director Barnett wants to learn all
the information she can about independent living to
successfully lead SILCK.

e Director Barnett is always looking for additional board members,
people with disabilities that are residents of Kansas should apply.
They have quarterly board meetings and there are subcommittees. If
interested, contact Director Barnett (Director@SILCK.org) or Brian
Ellefson (brianellefson3@gmail.com), Chair of the SILCK board.

4. Wildlife and Parks Update on Accessibility at State Lakes- Connor
O’Flannagan:

e Mr. O’Flannagan has been with KDWP for nine years and became the
Director of State Parks three months ago. The Director of Public
Lands became injured and so the director did not possess all of the
information regarding public lands.

e Goal: Expand accessible recreational opportunities across state parks,
improving facilities, and enhancing trails and campsite access.

o Clinton State Park has had extensive cabin renovations,
improving wheelchair accessibility. They have a grant from the
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o Department of Commerce to build canvas cottages equipped
with ramps.

o Perry State Park has four new ADA compliant cabins, and two
new ADA parking lots for the boat ramps. ADA-compliant fire
rings.

o Hillsdale State Park has a CXT bathroom at the Jayhawk Boat
Ramp made of concrete for protection. A nearby shelter house
also had a CTX bathroom. The Hillsdale State Park has a CXT
bathroom at Saddle Ridge. There are new ADA-compliant
courtesy docks at Hillsdale. Mayberry asked if a warning would
be posted nearby about the slope docks with their levels
posted. Mr. O’Flannagan said he would make a note about it.
Anthony had an observation with the dock as well to ensure
that the handrails gave a minimum 36 inches width, as the
railing should nut encroach on the width. Mr. O’Flannagan said
that he would check with the engineering team to make sure.

o Milford State Park has one of the few Kayak launch sites in the
state, which has been made ADA-compliant. ADA campsites

have been redeveloped since 2019.

o Cedar Bluff State Park is undergoing a boat ramp replacement
to be ADA-compliant.

o Glen Elder State Park’s Waconda visitor center has been made
ADA-compliant. The popular fish cleaning stations have begun
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to undergo developments to have accessible paths and made
ADA-compliant.

o Wilson State Park has new ADA-compliant shower houses and
an ADA-compliant fish cleaning station.

o Kanopolis State Park has ADA-compliant boat ramps at Buzzard
Bay and Langley Point.

o Mushroom Rock State Park has a new ADA designated parking
spot.

o El Dorado State Park has replaced a restroom with an ADA-
compliant one.

o Flint Hills Trail State Park has new ADA-compliant restrooms on
four trail heads, and the Ottawa Bridge shelter is complete. The
park has been nominated for the 2025 Hall of Fame.

e Upcoming projects scheduled for this and potentially next fiscal year,
or are under construction:

Lehigh Portland State Park,
Clinton Visitor Center,
Kanopolis Visitor Center,

Little Jerusalem Visitor Center,
ADA Archery Range at Milford,

© O O O O
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ADA Archery Range at Perry,
Campground Development at Cheney,
Campground Development at Wilson,
Boat Ramp at Lehigh,

ADA Restroom at Prairie Center,
Restroom Replacement at El Dorado,
Fully Inclusive playground at Clinton,
Multiple playground surfacing projects across the state,
ADA wagon at Lake Scott,

Restroom replacements at Clinton,
ADA access to Prairie Center Office, and
ADA boat ramps at Clinton.

© 0 0o o o o o o 0o o o o o

KDWP applied for the Bronco Wild Fund for track chairs, Kansas
was awarded one in the past and seven more will be added this
year.

e Plains Craft Wagons is looking to have ADA-compliant wagons
designed, and the Neosho Community College constructs many
cabins around the state in conjunction with local high schools. The
students get training and certification while working on these
projects.

e Bob Cantin observed that Kansas doesn’t have any natural large lakes,
they’re all manmade for flood control. Many of these parks’ facilities
were built close to the water, and so floods impact these parks
significantly, which was of concern to him. He also noted that Kansas
is one of the few states that don’t fund these parks through taxes-
most have come from grants, fees, and licenses- but has had amazing
results.
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e Rep. Poskin was encouraged by this news; she had a question about
companion animals and state-run lodging. Will they be allowed?
O’Flannagan said that in the past pets have not been permitted in
most cases, he will have to follow this up to see if it applies to
companion animals.

e Craig asked if Flint Hill Trail would be the seventh largest in the nation
and if they’d all be ADA-compliant. Director O’Flannagan said 169
miles of ADA-compliant trails will be completed in Flint Hills.

5. Home and Community Based Services (HCBS) Update- Director Leigh Smith:

e HCBS is continuing I/DD modernization initiatives, including
community support waiver, hopefully finished by July of 2026. There
is a website dedicated to the |/DD modernization initiatives.
Additionally, there is an implementation of an assessment tool
started on July 5 for the I/DD waivers and hopefully by Jan 2026, they
will use it on other waivers. Initiatives continue alongside the
unbundling of day and night services.

e The frail and elderly service is drafting an amendment to implement a
waitlist for the service without additional funding. There will be a
crisis succession policy developed. There was a change in the
assessment for brain injury, frail and elderly, and disability waivers. In
June, Liberty healthcare took over option counseling options,
Maximus also began for assessments on brain injury and other
disabilities. Person-centered initiatives are continuing to re-evaluate
how plans of care and service plans are developed.

e Anthony Fadale had a suggestion for the community meetings; he
was thinking that it may be a good idea to take a picture of their
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events so that people know what new things are accessible. Director
Smith said that she thought that was a great idea and would
coordinate with Director O’Flannagan about it.

e Dr. Miller asked a specific question: if there’s a small child, preschool-
aged, exhibiting behavior that a non-professional deems strange, how
can he get the child evaluated for autism, and what is the length of
time that happens in? If they note that the child is on the autism
spectrum, how easily are they able to access behavioral therapy at
the earliest age? Director Smith said that the local CDDO is the best
organization to connect people to the medical community and
resources. Many schools will also have early intervention programs.
Community mental health organizations are good for finding access
to services.

6. Lunch
7. Legislative Agenda Discussion:

e Last year’s legislative priorities were the state disability hiring
preference (adopted and enacted), the funding for waiting lists (while
not entirely eliminated, some people were moved off the I/DD and
PD waiting list), Medicaid expansion (reevaluate this priority given
national and statewide changes), and the elimination of subminimum
wage (KS has 14 providers who hold subminimum wage certificates
and 701 Kansans with intellectual disabilities that are engaged with
subminimum work).

e Rachel Mayberry asked for an update on what is happening to
Medicaid in Kansas and what the path to expansion looks like under
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present developments. Director Smith said KDADS is still waiting to
determine effects from the federal level. Rep. Poskin said that Kansas
is likely further away from Medicaid expansion than in the last
session. She believes that the expanded inducements for holdout
states may be going away. The Reach healthcare foundation has a
great slideshow and research brief on Medicaid. Medicaid eligibility

likely won’t go away. All the tax credits expanded during COVID-19
will disappear. Come November, there may be enormous costs
because of the end of these credits. Her recommendation would be
to keep Medicaid expansion as a legislative priority so that opponents
don’t think advocates are backing down. Rachel Mayberry and Brian
Ellefson agreed that it should remain a priority. Craig Knutson asked if
there would be an eligibility review twice rather than once a year,
Anthony Fadale said there would be. Craig Knutson is worried about
people not knowing of this biannual review, which may be a backdoor
way of kicking off otherwise eligible people. Ranita Wilks knows the
Community Developmental Disabilities Organizations (CDDOs) in her
areas are trying to educate people about these reviews. Emily Hamm
told of her meeting with a mother with a child trying to gain access to
the Sun Bucks program, she ran into many technical issues on the

website and couldn’t do a physical application due to her work hours.
Rep. Poskin offered to help her if her state representative wouldn’t,
Anthony Fadale also offered his assistance. Emily Hamm said the
mom has reached out to her state representative, but she has been
unresponsive.

e Craig asked if the elimination of subminimum wage was still a priority.
Brian Ellefson believes support must be encouraged and that it
should be shown how important it is to be integrated into the
community and that it should always be ongoing. Rachel Mayberry
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has seen other advocacy groups during shaky times, and rather than
support specific issues, they make statements. Craig would like
legislative issues to be thought about before the next meeting. Does
the commission want to be represented at the upcoming KDADS
budget hearing? Nobody replied.

e Craig said KDHE will also have a budget proposal, he can submit
testimony if it’s sent to him before August 8.

8. Executive Director’s Report and FY25 Final Report:
e Craig wants future reports to reflect the vision and focus of the
commission, and so he’ll use the commission’s goals as the outline for
future reports. Brian Ellefson said he liked the new report.

e At this point, Whit Downing introduced herself as a new
commissioner for KCDC.

e Michael Lechner nominations are due on September 30, 2025. What
should be done if applications continue? Anthony Fadale said that
Martha used to let the Commission know, and that additional awards
be given.

9. Question and Answer Period:

e None
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10. Adjourn

e Anthony Fadale motioned to end the meeting, Robyn Herzog
seconded, and the motion passed.

Meeting Materials can be accessed via OneNote: 2025 Commission Meetings
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